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's to be done. 
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I'd cancel other things, so I could experience these 
they was pretty 
f crying uncontrollably at , experi-
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was very powerful and emotional experience 
I have experienced has not been dealt 
It's just , somehow the lid's been on it and all 
s is to tr by s ar 1 content and it's 
I'm with it again and a dilemma whether to 
or shove it off. 
The o thing that I became aware of is that I don't 
want to talk about, my wife was asking me last night, 
"We , why don't you go some therapy, more therapy because 
you haven't worked on it." And I said, "Yeah, but who do 
I go to? Because I don't want to talk to anybody that 
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To this day it still amazes me how I came home alone. I was re-
f ting back on the flight home, when the jet left Cameron Bay, 
the only sound that you heard was the big cheer when the wheels 
left the ground. Then there was silence. The next time you 
a sound was when the wheels hit the ground up Washington. 
Everybody kind of lived in their own world. You didn't know anybody 
on the plane, basically I didn't. Then they bussed us quickly 
barracks. A few hours later they had fed us a steak meal, showered, 
new form, and in a taxi cab on the way to the airport on the 
way home. It wasn't until four years ago, remember I got out in 
September of '68, and it wasn't until four years ago that when I 
opened this can of worms up in my own therapy did I start talking 
about Then I had one person I could talk to and I talked for 
three years and basically just a listener, somebody that I lt 
understand what I was saying, couldn't really understand 
what I experienced, accepted me, didn't give me any advice, any 
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didn't leave, I mean, I thought it would have been boring. 
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do you feel that it was any different than it could 
been in Wor 
when you see 
War I or World War II or the Korean conflict 
killed? Do you think your reaction at 
that point could have been any d ferent? 
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: I'm glad you mentioned Johnson. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: I did. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: But I feel that was one of the big 
problems. I was the fact that it was some of your own, not 
us older , but some your own peers were really looking 
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fiR. FREDENBERG: Fort Polk, Lou 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: I'm from Louis , and that is a 
e! (laughter) And then send you overseas and putting you 
with a group people you had never seen before. It's just 
like taking somebody who is a basketball star and putting him with 
a group he has never ?layed with before. 
and , "Hey go , Man. We need you." 
You know, just bring him 
Boy, he is lost. This 
is what happened to our people that we sent to Vietnam. We were 
in to something we knew goddamn well we did not have 
a ire to win! We didn't have a sire to win in Vietnam! We 
cer -- I always been of opinion if you commit one 
American soldier, the whole nation should have been behind that 
one American soldier. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Right! 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: Every goddamn man should have been 
committed to just wiping Vietnam off the map. And then come on 
back home. 
VOICE: Where were you when President Johnson got 
elected? We needed you. 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: You know, I have never believed in a 
half-assed fight. If I'm going to fight you, I'm going to fight 
until, hey man, one of us is going to run -- either me or you. 
But half-way fighting -- this is what we were in in Vietnam. 
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MR. FREDENBERG: I think you're making a really good point. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: We've got a hell of a lot of them in my 
district, a lot them my district, running gas stations, 
IS • 
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It would have a lot of people feel better. 
MR. FREDENBERG: Curtis, I think clear point 
you brought out that was rect effects on delayed stress reaction 
war veterans an object to put their anger on. They 
had a goal. They had Hitler. They had Mussolini. They had a line -
a front line. They had an object to put that out there. Psycho-
logically, if you don't have that object, you're either going to 
turn it in on yourself or on each other. A lot of anger that 
who 1 
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and now. A war 
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is stress there. You're doggone right, there's stress there. And 
del stress, no. He handled it, he dealt with it, he suppressed 
it a long period of time until he couldn't take it anymore. 
And it manifested itself. OK? That's what we're dealing with 
now, we're dealing with that latent stress that is manifesting itself 
twenty years later. The guy jumps up with no reason whatsoever and 
shoots up a street. You know the very nice person who came out 
of Nam, who possibly came out of high school, and we made a killer 
out of him, and we didn't deprogram him. It isn't a pleasant thing 
to shoot a person. Not a pleasant thing to kill a human being; but, 
when you're told that this is your mission, "The more you kill, the 
quicker you get back home." And you become almost like an animal 
and you shoot, shoot, shoot for survival. It's not a pleasant 
thing. We didn't deprogram these people --we should have. There 
should be programs where the moment they come in and if we can 
identify that stress factor, they can be deprogrammed. If we pro-
gram them for killing, the only thing in their minds when we sent 
them to Nam was to go over there and kill. Patton said it very 
nicely when he said, "The son of a bitch who gives his life for 
his country has accomplished absolutely nothing. Make the other 
son of a bitch give his life." (laughter) 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Dale, could I just get in one 
question? You're dealing as a counselor. I would assume that 
it's not just with veterans, it's a general situation ... 
MR. FREDENBERG: No. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: We know there's a problem and 
certainly we can't go back and start with 1960 or '61 or '62 
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• 
and say, "from this point on we're going to change and make every-
thing right." We can't do that. We have to start from today. I 
guess I'm going to put you on the spot, because you are in this 
counseling situation. What do you feel --what's the minimum you 
feel at this point, because we have to look at something we know 
we can sell, because it isn't three votes or four votes or five 
votes that's going to make the difference. So it has to be some-
thing that we can get good logic behind it, and we can sell it . 
So, starting from today, what do you feel we're going to have to 
put together that's equitable, that can help and I say help, 
because it's not going to completely wipe it away that can help 
to make life better or well for the veterans that we have here in 
the State of California? 
MR. FREDENBERG: That's a big question. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: I know, I told you I was going to 
put you on the spot. I know very well that if we said, "O.K., 
we're going to take a billion dollars and write each veteran a 
check for $1 thousand" - that's not going to do it. 
MR. FREDENBERG: No. 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: You .would accomplish absolutely 
nothing. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: That's right. Or we can say that 
we're going to do a study. And they say, "Fine, how long are you 
going to study?" 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: That's right. So we really have 
to narrow in and get it somewhere where this time next year or two 
years down the line, the veterans of the State of California are 
going to be able to say, "yes, we were helped. We feel better 
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Bas lly, I think what I'm 
that we rea to do is f t, have our veterans 
we re nest s ere in what we want to 
do. 
MR FREDENBERG: For sure. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: And secondly, we have to have more 
stress coun eve they feel out. 
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he e not 
ems, also are 
cares, nobody 
e s yesterday, 
that 
nt Orange 
e is a 
rent from Mrs. 
is find 
ing to cure 
, as a man 
to 1 a 
es Some 
se the average Vietnam 
t ca es, and 
he~s frustrated. Ever re he goes he~s .• and nobody wants to 
listen to him. You know, "Oh, we~ve heard all that before." 
Nobody wants to take a few minutes and listen. Like the doctor, 
one of the ~ntlemen was telling yesterday, about how 
indifferent the doctor was to him. That creates frustration on 
the person who has never been in combat, if nobody cares. All 
they want is to be heard. Somebody should take an interest 
where there is an obvious problem. It takes money to do this, 
ie. It takes money, you have to appropriate the money. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: There is going to take a 
certain amount of money, I don~t doubt that, but I still feel 
that there~s a lot of people .•. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: We~ll leave that up to the Ways and 
Means Committee, and what we decide they~re going to do, we'll 
do. Thank you very much. I take a page from Curtis Tucker~s, 
"somebody ought to listen," and we want to listen. We~ve got a 
list of people here, and we~ll have to move along. We~ve 
only got one day. Thank you very much. 
MR. FREDENBERG: Thank you, Richard. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Mel Escueta. 
MR. MEL ESCUETA: Thank you very much for calling 
my name out of turn. As I was sitting here listening, my heart 
just started pounding faster and faster, and I just felt myself 
starting that if I didn~t do something fast I~d either have to 
leave or I was going to explode. So I passed this note to 
Michael asking him to please, I don~t think I~m any more 
important than anybody else here, ies that I had to speak of it 
now, right away as soon as I could. 
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD: I understand that, Mel. Go ahead. 
MR. ESCUETA: I had gone to delayed stress twice, and 
I~m still going through it in some senses. The first time was 
when I first returned from Vietnam. Right after I went through 
it, I anked it out and didn~t even realize that I had gone 
through it until about five years later when I met my ex-
fiance'. She reminded me of the time I spun around when she 
playfully patted me on my back, and I grabbed her by the throat 
and threw her up against the wall, and how she carried my finger 
ints for two weeks. And how my eyes were totally ••• I mean 
they were animal, they were reaction. It was not the person she 
knew. That was just one of the incidents. It continued for 
ree and a half months until I finally .•. to get out of the 
United States, I reinlisted in the Marine Corp for anyplace 
other than Vietnam and the United States. 
My first day back from Vietnam, I was spit at. It 
was Easter Sunday. I was in uniform. I have friends who went 
through many similar things. Maybe God in His crazy, infinite 
wisdom gave me something else to remember of Vietnam because I 
had a very close friend who prayed for me the day before he 
died, because I had confided in him that I was getting scared. 
I had less than ninety days in Vietnam and I was scared. The 
next day he stepped on a mine, and I remember looking at his 
body, asking God why did the man who pray survive and I, who 
cursed out His name on top of a mountain live. I mean, why did 
Pat die and why did I live? 
And the answers ... ! think that maybe the answers that 
are coming out is because, possibly, if you are going to look at 
- 32 -
percentages I f t ve we the per 0 etnam. I am a 
minority. I am a Filip no came over here at of 
three fa who f rs to ist in 
world War II broke out was 
Filipino. casualt s 1 of a s 
States could take in other 
Americans, my fa r was draf 
United 
ural born 
also went to 
Vietnam, he went into another field. He went into field 
where drugs were very easy to get at. He came , he had 
touched heroin as close as you could get to it wi t becoming 
tota ly addicted, but it was a b 
from it. He went through a marri 
de stress. His 
f 
He 
me of 
h to break away 
so went 
r wak 
ough 
seeing him crouched by the ndow at two o_.c k in morning 
with a knife in his hand, not moving 
eyes were seeing something. He was 
ree hours. But his 
k in V etnam. 
wi 
something like seven 
n I fi st marri 
after Vietnam. 
I rna ried 
first week that 
we were together on one n t, I her in the face. On 
the second night, as was ng I sat up straight my sleep 
and cut loose with a great big machine gun rst went back 
to s 
I have writte t Vietnam in a ay "Honey 
Bucket", wh tries to show people some of mind things 
because it~s not easy to talk about it. How do I describe to 
you the fact that as wepre talking re r now, and if I 
hadn~t gone through del stress or if I~m about to go through 
it, one second could pass and in that one second I am talking 
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normal now, something rs me back to Vietnam and for 
whatever that event was, I am 
for two months. 
1 the sweat. 
I ~.AJatch my fr 
I the 1 
two hours, for two days, 
s die. I feel the blood. I 
s. I the pain. And then 
I'm 
screaming, 
again, one second has passed for you, and I'm 
I m cry , and I'm , "God, where is the 
he 
I went to VA 1 and I said, "God, I'm 
going crazy. You guys got to give me some help." They said, 
"Okay. You've rty s a week " The double amputee 
front of me, he took more f so the time I got in I had 
s. It took me at st ten minutes to start talking twenty 
about t was bother me. Why laughing causes me to 
cry; why Vietnam won't go away. And he looks at his watch and 
, "Oh, gee Mel I'm sorry our time seems to be up. Can 
come k next week?" I say, "Sure, Doc, 's okay let 
me just off tnam, it's f 
But I don't want to g 
a whiner. I went to etnam 
I bel Country. 
John I believed all 
t us and c s. II 
of "Give us your poor, 
got to tnam I "g 
masses", meant g me your 
" 
you the impression that I'm 
to for the United States. 
I bel the Flag. I believed 
se things that U. S. History 
lt Not Kill". We are a country 
yearn masses." When I 
the poor and your yearning 
My folks couldn't 
t r ci zen even we were from the Philippines, 
which the United States conquered at its only attempt at colonial-
ism. I out t the Vietnamese were relatives, that they 
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are ng 
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t s a very 
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' it 
f 
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lians. 
st 
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s sa 
No, we t, 
is ten 
We don't 
ld selves, our 
t count on our s, se 
o Swords ·to s, 
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a veterans 
close contacts 
Francisco al 
c ty organization in San Francisco. I have 
th members of Veterans Outreach of the VA in San 
Because of have watched the Job 
Educational Incen-
loper, we lost our Job 
Deve 
tive t 
t because 
be out and 
down. As a job 
was an 
in Tennessee who was 
national headquarters are 
veterans to lay cable. Now the 
cable was cable te were no jobs for laying 
cable San F are 1 Northern California, 
Nevada, or zona, of area. The jobs were never in San 
Francisco 
number 
that came 
where the veterans' f s were, but they did the 
plac 98 or 10 percent of all the veterans 
As far s government cared they had 
the r perc 
paper 
lo t that 
numbers. The veterans that we dealt with 
were 
who 
we dn't have the coun 
cases, the veterans t we 
s, le who had lost that faith, 
them the job, but 
went along with it. In many 
laced couldn't cope with the job and 
out. Even now we s 11 
ons that we 
te don't have that communica-
I wrote 
wanted to make, 
ten, fifteen 
all these lists of all se points that I 
as I sit here it's like I have something like 
s to t I have been 
th about for 
Jus 
years. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Say what you want 
to say. 
MR. ESCUETA: t I want to say is on the cosmic level 
and on to understand what i , I could see why 
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the Viet vet has been where is. On the personal level, 
it destroys me, and it takes a lot of love from my family, from my 
iends, my t group to me going s I 
think I am strong. I know that I am going to my way out of 
here, but let's look at some of the percentages. Less than two 
percent of the United States population was used to 
Vietnam, so any banker 11 tell you that any time you could get 
98 percent return you are doing fantastic as far as business goes, 
and the business of government is keeping the United States 
running. Unfortunately, two percent happen to have names. They 
happen to be the men that I worked with in Vietnam, and strangely 
e that I knew in Vietnam were not juveni inquents 
or were rowdies or Hell's Angels, or who were thrown into 
the service. A lot of them had been members of churches. A lot 
of them were choir members. They had in 98 percent of the 
that I had worked had been in the Boy Scouts at one 
t or For whatever reason, whether were ted 
or whe is they believed enough United 
States to go to Vietnam. We found out differently later on, and 
then we watched it for next ten years. chi who were 
in the fourth grade when I enlisted are the children who died when 
peace treaty was f lly signed in 1972. 
There are so many different facets you could talk about. 
You could talk about the minori facet -- how 19 percent of the 
Blacks the total service population took 35 percent of the 
combat wounds and fatalities. When it was brought up to govern-
ment eyes, Blacks were quietly withdrawn and the very next 
week the Latina-American mortality rate went up 27 percent. 
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We could also k about how most of these veterans who 
had bad paper 
st 
cons 
loo 
for cr 
were k out of the service with this 
h 8 percent of these crimes are not 
il 
1 and I 
i 
one s 
If I busted into your room 
marijuana tucked in 
crevice bed I , if I was in the military, 
I could you a put you at 12 years 
hard labor. 
yet that is 
s. 
That is not even 
one of most common occurrences 
civilian life, 
bad paper dis-
0 that se bad paper discharges 
are , let's say not have quite 
same s as peers did, and so for 
to , to say what is happening, 
ture 11 s, but when it comes time 
to ar te say i is that they stu.tter, 
cry c 't k. It s very d f t to talk about 
it. 
What can we do? one that I see is that 
e 
wr up 
ing to 
veteran 
are 
nal 
to vets or programs that are 
vets, are ng stered by people who are 
vets, and mainstreaming sn't work. The 
strust. He is not going to go look for 
, at the same 
del stress or he s to go 
if he is going through 
delayed stress, he 
vets are going to go doesn't lize 1 if say, 
through de stress," they automatically reject that because 
"I'm sick." says, "I m d sturbed." 
- 3 
So when it them, hits them all alone. Maybe that's 
the same way we went to Vietnam. Maybe those things are tied in 
ther. 
What I see, though, is that if government wants to 
the vet, then they should not re on mainstreaming them through 
EDD, through the percentage games They look at the case 
tory of what happens with each vet. Who are the vets that 
they are servicing? Are they etnam Era? etnam Era who made 
up over 60 percent of the veterans of period never even went 
to Southeast Asia. Of the 40 percent, and I'm ssing at these 
rough percentages, who did go to Vietnam, one out of 12 actually 
a rifle. He actually ate that mud. He actually watched 
friend step on that mine, and he survived. Those are the 
people that when you get the ts you shouldn t say, They have 
ed 98 percent vetaran." They should read t and , "They 
have serviced a combat vet who has had this problem. have 
done this peer counseling. They have given help to him." It 
means reading and not just thrashing as numbers. But you 
rea y want to help the vet, then I think that you have to recog-
n e that you to find other than traditional ways to take 
care the vet. 
Vietnam, ironical , paradoxically, was both traditional 
and untraditional. The veteran prior to World War II and Korea 
throughout the world has always been treated poorly upon returning 
to the United States or to their home country. The World War I 
vets, when they marched on Washington asking about the bonus, what 
happened to it, the soldier who rode them down on his white horse 
followed by his Chief of Staff was General Douglas MacArthur and 
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s c Staff was Eisenhower. So maybe we've just gone back 
to normality of the world and World War II was the irrational, 
react to vets. Maybe sn't matter what 
happens to the vet because you 
who are going to be growing up 
always have fourth graders 
you're always going to have 
the people who are going to be putting out war as a glory piece, 
and you're s going to have those ready to go over there to 
d their What's sad is f they survive and find 
out what they fought for was to ly against everything that 
our Constitution sedly s, was total against every-
ng that our , that we are encouraged to become a part 
If all of se support systems, those support lines that tie 
us all down to our ly, and to our country, and to our God, if 
those are cut because find 
tances. certa c 
War is business. 
one carr s out fore 
one is t of war, 
out that you can kill under 
It's just that guy at the end, 
icy at the end of a gun barrel, 
cannot t. I have heard many 
e, poli ians, statesmen, schools, fellow veterans all say, 
"Man, 't like it, don't quit?" But, you know, 
the is once you're the mili you're there for 
the of service and good of the service does not 
j your moral or how 
t you do. You could 
, then you have two things 
ther fight the system, in which 
case you're going to be destroyed (and I've watched many men des-
mentally as well as 
your mouth shut and go out and 
or you could just keep 
1 because your sergeant told 
you to, because the lieutenant told sergeant that because the 
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colonel told the ... and so 
who is far removed from everyth 
and et them go k 1." 
and 
s 
general and as the person 
up there and says, "Go, 
I don't know. The second time I went ayed 
stress ... when I came out of it after many crying jags and ect-
ing everybody who was close to me, I discovered that 56 thousand 
or 57 thousand veterans were killed in Vietnam of combat wounds 
or died in Vietnam of combat wounds and that 157 thousand, and 
the number is still growing, have died after ly returning to 
the United States. I am sure you've had to have heard these statis-
tics because if this is a veterans committee, this is almost a 
ven at this point. The thing is that psychologists who have 
worked with veterans have estimated that another 400 thousand to 
500 thousand veterans are going to go through delayed stress by 
1985. I am constantly running into people who wi 
Vietnam, but all the body actions show that 
admit they were 
agitation 
I see them as having not yet resolved the problems of 
tnam. 're a small percentage because 400 to 500 thousand 
out of 220 million people is a very minis e number. But, if 
you re serious and you are saying that you want to help t veteran 
who has been hurt by Vietnam, then you have to not look at that 
percentage and you have to look at that as 400 thousand to 500 
thousand young men and women because men were not the only ones 
who went through it. Women in many cases went through it, and a 
of them are going through delayed stress. have a trip 
closet that they hid in. You know, they don't like to let it be 
known that they were in the service. They don't like to admit or 
they don't know that other women are going through the same thing. 
They think that they are all by themselves. In that sense, almost 
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every veteran who goes through that is by himself. 
I could 
veterans 
has 
who has been 
because wants 
enterta a 
real of 
never leave. I 
want to is to 
ta 
the 
1 
to write 
to be sl 
has 
want to 
on th 
whatever that peace that 
36, 37, 38 year old men who 
thing. 
teen 
It s just that 
a 
, but as a 
two one 
son who has worked with 
f, three years vary 
the past fourteen years, 
to describe s artistically, 
w Vietnam, but will be 
e ing to maintain the 
nto pores and I know it will 
do t I know many of the veteran$ 
li to find some sort of peace, 
as 
has not 
f s, I see that Time -----'--""-----
coin. We don't want to be 
That's the furthest 
resolved. After four-
puts a life cover 
about the 
we have been 
that Veterans 
et vet and 
about ten 
Centers, 
es are final 
years of yourself, of 
I've been to 
lems, the same problems that 
s, the same problems about 
know, fought for to be 
But that's ten, fourteen 
to talk about it, and 
e meet s of the city, 
of the state, 
come out 
the federal, of the VA I haven't seen anything 
tiated 
We gave 
you can't do 
I was 
I came 
and was 
I ve seen 
vets come 1 
that that is al 
well cl of 
I've 
the 
the people ~ho nego-
, "Those vets are fools. 
" So maybe, maybe 
you can. Al I know is that I thought 
tnam I sat down here, when 
s morning, it's as if took a sledgehammer 
away at the my c st. 
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As I li to you, I a lot of naive statements 
made about how to handle the vets. Maybe I'm the naive 
person: there's two sides coin. 1 I can tell you is 
the bottom s I've , where I've 
to struggle, and to be strong enough to work my way out, I can 
say we haven't been understood. Very few have under and 
are overwhelmed by those who fog up the process with bureau-
cracy, petty bullshit, power plays. I have nothing se to say. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Thank you. Any questions? 
MR. ESCUETA: Thank you very much for your time. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Cindy Miller? Ralph, do you want to 
MR. RALPH MILLER: My name is Ralph ller, and at pres-
ent, I'm a counselor for a vocational assistance program of Head 
Rest, Inc. Modesto. I'm a job development counselor the 
hand c I've got a statement here m to 
read from. 
In December 1969, I enlisted in the U.S. Army. I was 
s at Fort Ord California, for s AIT training. My 
training consisted of weeks wheel of a j in a 
two and one-half ton truck. Upon etion of AIT, I was sent to 
a motor pool at Fort Ord to armored personnel carr s. I 
did s for about s months orders for Vietnam came down. 
n f weeks, I was married and was at Fort Lewis, Washington, 
waiting for a flight to Nam. During my stay at Fort Lewis, I came 
down with pneumonia and my father drove from the Bay Area to Fort 
s to see me. When I walked into the orderly room after dis-
charge from the hospital, my father was there. The First Sergeant 
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told me my dad had drove up there to see me before I left. When 
my dad and I were alone, be began to cry and tell me he had to see 
me one more I 1 f He to tell me how proud -'-
he was of me and he me. Two s he had never said 
to me before. He stated he had to tell me now because it would 
be too late when I got horne. He would not live through the next 
year. We cried and he left. The next 
day, I was on way to Narn. F later, the Red Cross 
flew out and picked me up in the f and took me to Saigon where 
I was of 30 days emergency because my dad had died 
of heart f He ed wh e watching footage on the 
afternoon news. 
I must say s in all honesty -- the only reason I 
returned to Nam after my leave was because of the last few things 
my ther s to me. "Son, I love you, and I'm very proud of you." 
Those st 1 ng loud, if he really knew. When I re-
to Nam went back to my un th about six months left 
to and ano year to states When I was down 
to less than a month to go, I was sent out on convoy. This was not 
normal less than a month 1 t, you were supposed 
to pull restr t duty, which meant stay in the base 
But because Larry I were known drug users, along with 
50 or 6 others the company, we were sent out anyway. While at 
a rest after nine hours of dr we started to receive 
incoming artillery small arms fire. I turned to jump on my truck 
when the company j started to take off. I 
jumped on the running board of my truck and tried to grab my rifle 
when a she 1 hit the truck next to me, ng me off and into a 
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ditch about 5 s away. When I up my truck was moving 
away fast a the truck that was t was IS • was my 
wa 
s end and had 
ng in 
were all over 
ed to 
tch. All 
and 
same amount of time left as I d 
he was 
road. H legs were and his 
t and what was t 
over, dragged him 
, "Smoky" --
his stomach. 
to the 
was my 
I 
ckname -- "Help me! My babies! my babies!" In what seemed 
like forever, but rea a nute or two -- he di in arms. 
Ten years later, I still see in my dreams just as clear as 
it I'm to think about what I might 
even now if I were to see " " company 
Some s that rea scares me 
Anyway, after f wa over, I was flown to the 
.A.S.H. t did noth c bandage 
my take a samp 
more 
I was returned to un 
days of bed rest. Our the next week, the C.O. called 
in sa 
what was going to happen. 
212 general 
wi 
my 
no reenlistment clause. 
k, I think I would 
s in my and I had a choice of 
offered me a courts 1 or a 
abuse honorable cond s 
If hadn t pain 
taken C.O. out. He just sat 
there smiling, knowing full well I'd take this discharge and he 
would never hear about his cowardice act again. I hope he dreams 
about La 
a M.A.S.H. 
, too, but I doubt it. Within 24 hours I was sent to 
t in Long Binh, where I spent three weeks and then 
flew to a hospital in Japan for 48 hours. From there we were 
medi-vaced to Travis Air Force Base. While disembarking the plane, 
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a woman came up to the gurney I was on, and she smiled, and asked 
me if I was hurt bad. I ied, "No, I would be walking if they 
let me." She and asked me how many babies I could 
get on a bayonet, and then spit my face. I started scream-
ing at her, and an M.P. came and pushed her away. Forty eight 
hours later we were flown to Fort Ord and in two weeks I was dis-
charged. 
Two months later, after my marriage fell apart, I moved 
to Los Angeles to live with a friend that was with me in Nam. I 
was s 11 scared and frustrated about Nam but I thought in time it 
would pass and I'd be O.K. My back was killing me and I had lost 
two jobs because of it. I went to the V.A. hospital in 
Long Beach for help. The doctor told me that I was experiencing 
withdrawal pains, and in a month or so it would stop. I told him 
that I hadn't had any withdrawal symptoms in months, and I thought 
a complete physical was in order. I asked the doctor to get my 
li records and he sa he would re-scheduled me for a 
month later. When I went back, he told me they couldn't find my 
records anywhere and his diagnosis stood. Frustrated and very 
angry, I left and I didn't go back to Long Beach Hospital. 
After los another job, I went back to the Bay Area 
to try and make my marriage work. It didn't, and I was getting 
emotionally worse. About a year and several jobs later, I went 
to the Palo Alto V.A. Hospital. I explained to them, the same 
as I did in Long Beach, and got pretty much the same treatment. 
They just said, "Come back ... we receive your records, we'll 
let you know." Over a period of two years, I kept getting the 
same old story. F lly, one day s came to a boiling point. 
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I went to p tr tment 
I needed to talk to a counselor 
someone away. He to come 
was too much. 
went off 
came across e 
out 
1 me. I meant, rl 
Later tha eve 
my car at over 110 .p.h. 
made me even more angry 
al t alone not 
anyone or anything at 
tchik I d t care 
Modesto at an o 's 
months. During s 
One out of 
an MG for a test dr 
the 
now. 
, after some 
I walked 
I 
I was 
po Bare 
I just 
e I 
I was tak 
I I wa 
s about 
tol 
I 
d 
and 
't 
and 
had to 
a rno 
counselor there 
to talk to 
weeks. That 
and 
and 
I 1 t, 
be-
, I crashed 
a scratch. That 
know why I would 
't care about 
I started 
go. I ended up in 
about f 
real 
car lot took 
po f ly 
found it 
months 
my dr 
the 
and was sentenced to three 
ja 
I s 11 didn't care, 
and did three more months. 
he or I wouldn't 1 to 
me to seek out counsel 
at mental health 
so got 18 
e eventual I vio 
at 
s I 
end 
expense of 
a counselor d 
worth of probation. 
my probation 
judge that I needed 
tion. He ordered 
I ended up 
•t care about any-
ng except collecting her k. Four months later, I tried 
ide aga This I a bo e of s 
bottle of Scotch. My wi came horne and 
was s 11 awake. She got me up, and poured cof 
me moving. She called my officer 
- 47 -
ing pills and a 
me and my note but I 
down me and kept 
Gillespie, and 
he came r over. He got me hooked up with the first Vietnam 
vets group I ever heard of -- DMZ, of Head Rest -- in Modesto. 
After I worked th them awhile, I was hired as a peer coun-
selor r DMZ and then later as a job development counselor on the 
VAT program for handicapped. Working with counselors all the 
time, I've got a constant support system. It helps. But at times 
I sti wonder if it's all worth it. 
It's hard to 1 in the shame that the American public 
has hung on us. We didn't quit. We did what we were told to do, 
just like our fathers in World War II. The only difference is 
that public was behind them, and they came home winners. The 
publ hated us because we fought a war that no one person could 
stop. They turned their guilt to hate. The crazy Nam vet. The 
kid next door used to be such a nice kid 'til he came home from 
that police ac Now he's t long hair and a beard and he just 
s on 
't want our 
beer and staring into space. I sure 
going out with him anymore. He scares me. 
I wonder when someone is going to do something about it. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Committee? Cindy? 
MR. MILLER: I would appreciate the same question that 
you asked Dale about what can be done. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Well, then answer it for me. 
MR. MILLER: O.K. I will, thank you. Mike Leaveck 
star a program, the DMZ program in Modesto. It originally was 
started Vietnam veterans. I went through the first group with 
a of veterans. It worked us. We had a support 
system. All of a sudden the local funders said that this is dis-
cr na , you to handle V tnam Era ve -- that's 
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Yeah. 
CHAIF.MAN 
AS 
na 
f was cut in about 
total cut -- the 
CETA funds 
for year. But I'm 
for 
the etnam veterans. 
s be turned around ... 
fr 
dn't that be c ssified 
money and using it on 
sponsor decision 
You re talking about the 
county is now. 
MR. LEAVECK That s shiki made the 
dec sio along with ... 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD 
MR. MILLER: sh 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Oh well, the name like 
there's a reason tall. 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: Well, sn't neces ly mean 
he's a member of the s 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: I' not 
ng -- ta about the sound of name. 
MR. MILLER: 's se Amer 
ASSEMBLY~~N TUCKER: You have to also 
got more 
don talk 
ns ld War II 
se veterans .. 
Reagan ... I'm 
It 1 ke it 
that they 
veterans, so 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: I'm not ta ng about Japanese 
veterans. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD Don t talk R. 
either. But we a le game on one, Mr. Bannai. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT d I just ask Mike ... 
I d 
CHAiru~N FLOYD: You can call me Paul ... 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Can I just ask 
out exactly what 
MR. LEAVECK: 
d 
It was my 
s program. 
t , and 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: You mean you were 
county? 
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Oh, is that what it is. Okay. 
See, I was never in the service, you have to tell me all these 
things. 
MR. MILLER: Some of the things that the veterans need 
right now: myself for example, when I returned, of course I had 
the GI Bill available to me and a lot of folks took advantage of 
it. I wasn't in any mental space to do that. I tried it and I 
dropped out. I tried it a couple of times after that and couldn't 
handle it. It was too structured at that time. I'm settled down 
now. I have two sons and my wife and a lot of responsibilities 
and I can handle those things now. Unfortunately, my delimiting 
date is up in November and it's not available anymore. A lot of 
Vietnam veterans are experiencing the same thing. They were not 
ready. It's taken a long time to settle down; to finally realize 
that the American public does not care. They don't. We expected 
a lot of things from the American people that we didn't get and 
we had to deal with that hurt as well as what happened in-country. 
We weren't ready. Now we're ready, and we don't have the opportunity. 
I can't quit working to go to school. A grant wouldn't make it; 
I couldn't do it. As stands, I can get $490 a month until November 
then they're going to cut me off. For good! 
Those are the kinds of things we need. We need some speci-
fic conseling for, like Dale said, the combat veteran, the in-
country veteran, and even for the Era veteran who feels guilt about 
his friends and brothers that went there and he didn't go. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: You don't feel his need is as great 
as the one that was actually in the combat zone? 
MR. MILLER: No, I don't. 
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living, 
it. It has 
it ' s not just 
to get over, and 
s a part of him 
tnam is going to 
some he ous 
she's done, 
ther, I was 
I 1 around, 
eyes open, I 
me I heard the 
knew he was talking 
t calling his 
sat upright, he 
• 
he looked around and sa Do you hear "? I 
what"? and he responded to that, "Do you hear 
out bu s. And I don't 1 them f 
"Hear 
gooks. They're 
t 're going 
to come get me." raised his arm , he made a fist and he 
started coming toward me. 
respond, he backed me 
I t call 
a corner. 
was either going to beaten or 
s name, 't 
I thought 
I 
sure that I 
't know. For 
some reason, just then, one of our shutters 11 off our window . 
It t the ground made a very 1 bang, and it snapped him 
right out of it. It woke right up, he looked around, he 
looked at me, asked me what I was doing crouching the corner. 
I explained what had and what 'd sa and he got 
hysterical. He s to cry and I had to hold him and calm 
him down and comfort Things li that went on years -
dreams like that. Ge up s , walking around, call-
for Larry, looking , a me if I the gooks. 
s like this. s went on s. 
There were t when he'd come home the middle of 
the day. He was to at work. He wouldn't say any-
thing, he'd just come and sit I'd try and talk to 
him, he wouldn't talk to me 'd just s there and stare at the 
wall. Sometimes he'd just get up and walk out of the house. I 
had no I 't understand. I had nobody to help me. 
I had nobody to explain to me what was ng on. He tried to 
in it as best he could. But having not been through it my-
self having known no one else who had been through Vietnam, 
I didn't fully understand. I didn't know how to help. 
One day, like he said, I came home, he was sitting at 
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our dining room table with an empty bottle of sleeping pills and 
a bottle of Scotch, crying. He said he couldn't handle it any-
more. He 't handle the nightmares. He couldn't 
handle guilt. He was going to do himself in. And that was 
it. That was when I called his probation officer, George Gillespie. 
It's just within this last year and a half, maybe two 
years, I've finally accepted the fact that it's not going to go 
away. I married a man that's got more than a past. Hes got an 
entire country, so to speak, with him. 
of him. It's never going to go away. 
It's there. It's a part 
The thing that scares me is 
that his rage from Vietnam, sometimes when it breaks out, if he 
sees something on the news, he hears something maybe about -- like 
when the hunger strike went on with the Nam vets. That got to 
him; that made him so angry broke out in a rage that to this 
day scares me. Once in a while he'll do that. It scares me. It 
terrifies our sons. They don't vrhat to think. They don't under-
stand. 're too to understand what it's like to go out 
into a jungle and be told to k 1. They play at it but they don't 
stand. Then when he breaks out in a rage like this, they're 
terrif 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: How old are they? 
MRS. MILLER: Our youngest is four; our oldest just 
turned ten. The oldest is just beginning to t some idea of how 
this affects him but the littlest one is terrified. He'll get up 
in the morning and he'll ask me, he'll say, "Is daddy gone to 
work?" And if I say " he'll go back to his room and wait. 
He's afraid. 
ASSEMBLYWO~mN WRIGHT: Is his anger against the 
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demonstration of the hunger s , or against the reason? 
~I!R. MILLER: I wanted to be there. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: You wanted to be a of it? 
MRS. MILLER: Yes, because he feels so close to them, 
as far as all went through the same thing. They came 
home, you know. They got ked in the face. Nobody's done a 
thing for them. He felt he had to be there. Maybe there was 
nothing more he could have done, nothing more than they were 
doing, but he had to be there. He felt he had to be. He's tired 
of the unfairness. He's tired of the way people are talking about 
it. It builds up, and it builds up. Just the other day, as a 
matter of fact, it broke out this rage I was talking 
about. And it got to a point where I walked out. I've never done 
that but I did. I walked. I 1 t. 
MR. MILLER: It's not only the guy that was there. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: It's quite evident. Commi 
Thank you both very much. Mr. Arlen Tibbits. 
MR. ARLEN TIBBITS: Thank you very much. I have copies 
of a paper I'd 1 to read. 
My name is Arlen Tibbits, and I work at the Vet Center 
in San Francisco. I served in Vietnam for thirteen months with 
the Marine Corps in 1967 in combat. Since coming back I got a 
degree in Asian studies, and a degree in psychology, and I'm 
working on a masters in psychology. I'd like to read some excerpts 
from this paper that I did awhile back on post traumatic stress 
the Vietnam veteran, and then make a couple of proposals as to 
what the State of Ca fornia can do to assist the Vietnam veteran. 
I'm going to skip through the paper and I'll tell you whare I'm at. 
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I'd keto first give a brief explanation of post 
traumatic stress and then a summary of the problems facing the 
Vietnam veteran, give a 1 e idea of what the Vietnam 
veteran is and s makeup, final , as I said, what the State 
of California can do to help the Vietnam veteran. 
off by reading parts of this paper. 
Not until 1980 was an official American Psychiatric 
Assoc tion diagnosis of post traumatic stress available. The 
definition of this syndrome is now contained on Pages 236 and 239 
of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
(or DSM 3). Post traumatic stress disorder according to the 
manual is a mental disorder that does not meet the criteria for 
any of the spec sorders previously class ied in the manual. 
The disorder is linked to an overwhelming stressful event or 
series of events, "Out the range of such common normal ex-
iences as s bereavement, chron illness, business losses, 
or marital conflict. The manual notes such traumatic events as 
rape, assault, litary combat, mass catastrophes such as natural 
disasters, accidental and deliberate, and concentration camps. 
The manual further sts assoc ted, symptomatic stress 
reactions, including depressive symptoms of anxiety, restlessness, 
nervousness, intent and tremor, and elevated levels of irrita-
bility may be assoc ted with spora and unpredictable explosions 
of aggressive behavior even upon minimal or no provocation. Along 
with these, o 
the trauma inc 
violent impuls 
sences, changes 
by individuals to gain control over 
ng various of substance abuse, and non-
behavior, i.e., sudden tr s, unexplained ab-
lifestyles or residence. 
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Post traumatic stress does not effect everyone the same 
way and with the same degree of intensity. The impairment may 
range from mild to severe part upon duration of 
symptoms. 
may be ef 
In its most severe forms nearly every aspect of life 
Neuro-stimuli such as a particular smell or 
noise such as a helicopter can have a pervasive impact and can 
serve as a triggering cue which reminds the individual of the 
original trauma c event. There was also a psychic numbing 
associated with the disorder which may diminish or destroy inter-
personal relationships such as marriage or ly life. Popula-
tion prevalence, as far as the manual is concerned, is unknown. 
According to recent reports the President's Commission on 
Mental Health, most of the mental health problems among Vietnam 
veterans ... 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: Excuse me. Sergeant, do you want 
a tor or do you want an ambulance? 
SERGEANT IN AUDIENCE: Give me one nute, okay. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Okay. Sergeant call nurse's office, 
tell her we may need her. She ought to come on down. Lorraine 
Go ahead. 
MR. TIBBITS: According to the recent report of the 
President's Commission on Mental Health, most of the mental 
health problems among Vietnam veterans are limited to those 
2.8 million who served in the war theatre. It has been estimated 
by some researchers that the potential population of such 
veterans, many of whom suffer from symptoms of post traumatic 
stress at one time or another to be close to 1 million. 
I'm skipping to Page 19, anybody's following along. 
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CHAifu~N FLOYD: We're recording it, so ... 
MR. TIBBITS: Oh, okay. I would like to state the 
nature of the syndrome and give some of the symptoms. Stresses 
of war having prolonged effect on personality development, 
patterns of adjustment, coping styles and interpersonal function-
ing. Onset of the symptoms of delayed stress varies from a few 
months to ten years or more. 
Dimensions of personality effected by delayed stress 
reaction, and I quote, "Emotional responses, psychic or emotional 
numbing or anesthesia, depression, feelings of helplessness, 
apathy, dejection, withdrawal, anger, rage, hostility, feeling 
like a walking time bomb, anxiety and specific fears associated with 
combat experiences, emotional constriction and unresponsiveness, 
tendency to react under stress with survival tactics, inappro-
priate coping responses, sleep disturbances and recurring night-
mares of combat, loss of interest in work and activities, fatigue, 
lethargy, hyperalertness, startles easily, irritability, avoid-
ance of activities that arouse memories of traumas in war zones, 
intensification of normal developmental growth crisis, suicidal 
feelings and thoughts, self-destructive behavioral tendencies, 
survivor guilt, flashback to traumatic events experienced in war. 
"Some of the cognitive functioning: fantasies of re-
taliation and destruction, idealogical changes and confusion in 
value systems." And this goes right along with this is, cynicism 
and distrust of government and authority, alienation, feeling 
like an outsider, existential malice and meaninglessness, tendency 
to be concerned with humanistic values override by hedonistic 
and self-indulgence, negative self-esteem, low self-esteem, 
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two hundred and forty-
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seriously, making 
an history after 
three years 
veterans is twenty-
for non-veterans a comparable 
The tten Research 
Veterans Organization, believes 
now climbed to where 
it is now thirty-three higher the national average. 
There are an indeterminate number of Vietnam veterans, 
estimated between twen ne and 
become addicted to alcohol and il 
seven 
it 
, who have 
The number of 
Vietnam veterans hospitalized alcoholism or drinking problems 
has more than doubled in the past seven years. Of those veterans 
who were married before to Vietnam, thirty-eight percent 
were divorced within six months after returning home from Vietnam. 
An estimated forty to fifty thousand Vietnam veterans across the 
country are turning up in parks and f houses th no desire to 
work, having found a nitch in vagrancy. Between forty and sixty 
percent of the veterans of tnam War have persistent problems 
with emotional adjustment. An estimated f hundred thousand 
Vietnam Era veterans are in criminal jus 
and twenty-five thousand j ls and 
on probation or on some pre-tr l release 
ment ... 
e custody. A hundred 
and the remainder 
The rate of unemploy-
ASSEMBLYWOMAN vmiGHT: Excuse me, is 
these 1978 figures? 
s of 1978? Are 
MR. TIBBITS: Yes. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Okay. 
MR. TIBBITS: The rate of unemployment for Vietnam Era 
veterans, particular minority veterans, is staggering when com-
pared to non-veterans within the same age group. The U.S. Army 
reports that while the incidence of neurotic di is compara-
tively lower for Vietnam veterans than for World War II veterans, 
the incident of psychotic sorder is much greater. I'm going 
to skip down to the next paragraph. 
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stress disorder or delayed stress syndrome can be viewed as effec-
ting ent process of psycho-soc 1 development. 
The V War s from other wars, it was 
un terms of 
the nature of the f 
and po t al c te in the 
it 1 opposition at home, 
ng, the racial, economic, 
States when the soldier re-
tur home the stent or f trans period and the 
fact that the men war zone alone. The one 
the terms of the Marine Corp, tour year or thirteen months, 
of duty produced a wide array of consequences. It reenforced an 
individualist prospective, that was primar self-concern and 
hel down of small group and the con-
comitant t t of the pr group. In most other wars, 
sold s were in for the and usually entered and left the 
lead to a common sense of survival, 
s was not the case in Vietnam, for 
combat zone in units 
pride and 
the most 
not 
those who 
a mistake 
life or 1 
any 
ers t as individuals, 
ts. Often, , upon leaving a combat 
or t was ostracized by the short timers, 
a few or left on ir tour, fearing 
the t or the rt s mi cost them their 
Plus, the V veteran was forced, more than 
any other war, to 1 th the stress on 
his own. un nature the war itself served to exacer-
bate stress so 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Yes. 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: 
elf under. 
I ask that this lengthy prepared 
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as an to 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Mr. Tibbits has to back, too, and 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: But I 1 d 1 
, who was 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: I'm 
thing ... 
that 
MR. TIBBIT: Can I just make a clos 
to have 
t one 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Mr. 'shad a sugges-
tions for us that, but we do want Mr. Cas to 
MR. TIBBIT: Yes, so s statement how 
of 
1 son could be 
the 
Vet centers 
ems 
veteran, but I d 
Mental 
, which would not only provide for 
centers 
and soc workers, 
stress, but with 
tnam veterans 
to direct 
general 
s 
1 
centers to tnam veterans to the 
area. Statement of centers 
so be aware of and provide the acute needs of those 
Vietnam veterans 1 
suffering from 
the rural areas of 
things, post 
There is also an acute need hal 
Vietnam veterans, e 
and drug rehabil 
for those veterans 
programs. 
i , q.lso 
stress. 
houses for 
alcohol 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD Thank I'm sorry to have ... 
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s ng s 
State of 
veteran. 
bac situ-
Hold 
, Mr. Cas 
are l 
That's 
now. 
one 
to you. 
t's the only 
Cass 
to you. 
ease Mr. Spencer. 
s statement 
s sent to Fort 
s and 
s. When I finjshed 
s t 
• 
of ambush observation on ight 1. I spent several weeks in 
the field and was preparing to return to base, so I was called for 
clearance. After rece ng clearance, I began to move out. I was 
in seventeen hundred meters of the base, when I was hit in the 
shoulder shrapnel. I was la on the ground and watched two 
of my buddies get hit and die. I found out later ... 
MR. CASSADY: Stop right there for a minute And I was 
laying on the ground and it was during monsoon season. It was 
raining like it was coming down in and buckets. I put 
packs of mud up on my arm, so it would stop paining so doggone 
much, with my machine gunner, his name was Steve. He was laying 
there screaming and stuff and wanted to see his baby. We had 
gotten mail from the States before we went out there. And he 
wanted to see his picture of his baby girls. He had baby 
girls, and so I mud on my arm tried to pull myself up 
to him and said, "Steve, man, where is your p ture at. Hurry up, 
Hurry up, cause I'm los blood, in buckets, you know." 
and so he e) understand him, (inaudible) and show it to 
him. He (inaudible) and ed. I laid it on s heart, I laid 
picture on his chest. Man, I went down. 
What's it for (crying) 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: It's all right. 
MR. CASSADY: No, 's not all right, S 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: No, it's okay. Let him finish up 
the prepared statement, we want to hear it. 
MR. SPENCER: I found out later that I was hit by 
friendly fire. I was shipped immediately to Yokohama, Japan, to 
the Army hospital there. In Japan, I began the first steps toward ... 
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was sc and 
tal expenses. After 
out of 
stay. 
f hosp 
s and was 
I went to the 
VA for consecutive days with no results. On the third day 
I was in the section where I spent some time in isolation, I saw 
a secre there sa 
showed them to me and I 
had a copy of my records. She 
the iagnosis of my problem 
to be epilep 
couple of 
I asked for a and she sa to return in a 
s and she would have them. I returned to the ward 
One of the hospital to pick up my copies, but I never got 
aides me 
tired of you bugging us. We have no 
never here." 
stating, "We're 
of you. You were 
At point in my li I t a real low. I attempted 
to commit ide by slash my wrists, but I couldn't go through 
with it. I drove myself to a hospital to get stitched up. I 
contacted Mr. Hudson of VA Pa Alto to see if I could be 
treatment soon afterwards. re-admitted. He and I 
During 
exp 
the VA I 
received 
s latest , I met a 
me that after 
d el ible for di 
I was 
named Mrs. Lowe. She 
consecutive days in 
I never 
tal. li 
I was di from Palo Alto and returned horne to 
Fremont. I tr ed to start a career 
Council for the Handicapped. We star 
on some naccess curbs Fremont. 
to the em, we zed a three 
working with the Mayor's 
work by placing ramps 
To draw more attention 
, wheel-a-thon through 
the streets of Fremont. Wheel-a-thon ended at the Fremont 
Hub, the covered event. One the reporter's 
was trying unsuccessful to p t one of the wheelchairs. 
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were us. t wa 1 I came 
into I saw s 0 them 11. 
is the r the r mean, got 
made than I s a clothes 
on back and a over the d t to 
shit it. I to ask sweat and you 
know, 's right, te me '11 walk 
out door. Tell me wha 's r wrote a tter to the 
Pres of the Un ted States and 1 I t was a 1 le 
green card you rece my letter, b 1! , you 
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MR. SPENCER: I at 's Council for two 
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years before taking a job with the Recreat Department. I 
worked there 
and lost 
financially. 
f 
ee 
I 
s before moving to Modesto. 
Modes was t lived; I got robbed 
re to Fremont and got on my fee 
t I was not sa sf 
Area, so I moved back to Modesto. When I 
living in the Bay 
to Modesto this 
last time, I enrolled Job Track at Head Rest. I was later 
tr to the VAT 
the John F. Kennedy Center for 
oyed at the Center, 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: 
MR. CASSADY: 
I 
VAT 
Hand 
me to find a job at 
I'm still em-
oy my job immense 
? 
will l me, tell me what's 
right, you know. What can you he at, you know? I try to make 
a living, I to do 's best for me, but I can't. I never 
had no , I never no 
I taught 
Ins tut 
f how to read write. 
I was even twelve 
tive, sensitive stuff, and, 
r , you know? 
ASSEMBLYMAN TUCKER: 
, I never to school. 
I was placed in Napa Mental 
s old because I was 
, vou tell me what's 
he of our consultant 
and our irman, we do intend to try to do something. We don't 
know whether we are going to succes but we're going to try. 
we do care. We're going to show you , Mr. Cas 
MR. CASSADY: I ssmen - Senators and 
stuff San Francisco, and they tried to fight 
my case, you know. E now I've led my case, 
It's in Wa ton, D. c. now. I have no doubt about it, it's 
qoinq to come bac and say, " 'rc; (jOinq to lauqh al me 
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I 
I 
again and say, "Hey", you know, "No". When I was down in Palo 
Alto Veterans hospital for fourteen months, there was these big 
husky guys walking around th two legs you know. I go over to 
them and I say, "Hey, are you one hundred percent service connected?" 
I say, "What basis?" "Epilepsy and nerves". And I say, Oh, yeah, 
right on."Then tell me what's right, you know. There's a lady 
there, you know, secretary, for my records, I didn't know her from 
Adam's, and she called me Marion. That's my real name, Marion 
Irving Cassady, and nobody knows my name is Marion, except my re-
cords. I go my Mickey. She stopped me, she stood by her office 
with a big book in her hand, opened up. She stopped me, I didn't 
know her from Adam. She sa , "By chance, is your name Marion 
Irving Cassady", I said, "Yes, Ma'am, why?" She says, "Well, it 
says here you (inaudible) five percent (inaudible) period of time. 
I said, "(inaudible) what basis?" "Epileptic seizures", she said 
some weird name. "What is that ma'am, I don't understand it." 
She said, "It's bas epileptic seizures, you know, seizures." 
I said, "can I a copy that?" And where is this coming at 
man? I mean, I'm American, man, too. I fought for this damn 
country, too. It's a hell ho over and they call it the 
Vietnam Era. That was a bad word, that's a mistake Era, they 
didn't even declare it a war. It was a damn mistake. You tell 
me what's right and we're all going to pay for it throughout our 
lives. I have scars on my body that I'm going to wear for the 
rest of my life, my heart, my mind. I don't sleep at night. I 
sleep about maybe two hours a night. That's what I have done for 
a long, long time. See, I just got out of the hospital. Ever 
since 1977, I got discharged in 1972, on April 5th, '72, I had a 
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You know, didn't have 
we've seen people 
We re going to try 
to do something. We 
, I understand, this 
• 
rrvrninq, his own program that counsels Vietnam veterans. We're 
qoin(J to look to him for guidance, and this is what he's employed 
for, to come up with something meaningful that we can introduce 
here in the Legislature and try to appropriate some money to do 
something for those veterans that need help. We know that all 
of the veterans from Vietnam doesn't need it. And a lot of people 
are relating to, like, all of the people who fought in Vietnam. 
But we know this isn't necessary. We know that it's a very few 
people who need help, and they need it now. And this is what 
we're going to try to do. 
MR. CASSADY: That's, that's ... hey man, I'm glad to 
hear there are some people in America that care and love, and 
love the Vietnam veteran, you know, that much to fight for 'em, 
you know? But you know somthing, Sir? I've heard that time 
after time .•. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: I know you have. 
MR. CASSADY: And time again. And you know what? As 
they say, see it, you believe it. You know? When I see it, I'll 
believe it. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Mr. Tucker said we're going to try. 
ASSEHBLYMAN TUCKER: Yeah, we're going to try. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Not that we're going to do anything. 
We don't want to walk out of here with anybody thinking, "Goddamn, 
you know, we have hit some magic nerve or something and we're 
gonna accomplish something." There are few of us. We've got a 
whole lot of people that we have to convince. 
MR. CASSADAY: Well, like when I had my wreck, I weighed 
248, like I'm 6-4 1/2, so I've been an athlete, bench press my 
own weight and stuff. I dropped to 94 pounds, man, hey, I 
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the skeleton that bed. I m not a skeleton, and had 
d::mble a e. ' I to 1 myself back, you 
know 
I 
' 
man, I'm proud of 
'm Amer and fight and fight 
for what bel know? when we were sitting over 
there that 1 , you know? And over here 
into same 1 A..rnerica, now, ? We didn't ask 
war we got sent we have to pay for it 
th our lives and our hearts and eve else. It's not right. 
It's not r t. I mean, you 11 me what's ri and I'll shut 
up. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: have no answers. Thank you very 
much go to break, we're to be back here at 1:30. 
MS CHRISTINE HAGGERTY: I ran o copies of the paper 
that I'm to E leen More. If I leave them here, 
11 the other s the ttee at least see the material? 
sure 11. 
MS. HAGGERTY: I' l leave them over here. 
CHAIRrvtAN FLOYD: I mean, you can trust us, kid. 
. HAGGERTY: 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: 
MS. HAGGERTY: ng the report for Eileen 
More. tress response traumat or delayed stress 
response. 
CHAIIDJIAN FLOYD 
MS. HAGGERTY: 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Put the mike right in front of you. 
you're st go to low thing -- t doesn't 
• 
k up well. You can 1 it to you of leaning to it. 
MS. HAGGERTY: Okay. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Tha you. 
MS. HAGGERTY: f Post -
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Better start as you're 
speaking for E een More, your name .•. 
MS. HAGGERTY: a counselor 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Your name, your name and your address. 
Phone number, you know . 
MS. HAGGERTY: R Eileen More is a counselor r 
Flower of the Dragon. My name is Christine , past Cha 
person for Flower of the 
did this? Had a ern 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: 
MS. HAGGERTY: Oh, 
CHAIRJ.1AN FLOYD: 
How come nobody else 
a 
MS. HAGGERTY: The address is 75 Street in Cotati. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Former What's the address? 
MS. HAGGERTY: 7-9-5-3-3-4-6. De Stress Response. 
Post-traumatic or stress response usally consists of a 
number of fiable symptoms that begin at least six months 
after the onset of the 
case, participation in the 
led to the kinds of events 
event. In case -- this 
etnam conflict. The Vietnam conflict 
t exposed participants to the 
denial numbing type of stress response such as emotional detach-
ment, diminished interest or responses, sleep disturbances, guilt, 
trouble concentrating, and avoidance behavior. Unresolved, stress 
may lead to intrusive, repe tive type responses even months or 
7 -
years after the situation. 
Behaviorally, delayed stress response may be charac-
terized by alcoholism, drug abuse, multiple incarcerations, family 
violence, high divorce rate, difficulty in forming or maintaining 
intimate relationships, chronic underemployment or unemployment, 
anxiety or depressive episodes, explosive outbursts of anger. 
Often, there exist various combinations of the above behaviors. 
Many Vietnam combat veterans experience and display a high per-
centage of these symptoms, and behaviors for years before seeking 
constructive methods of effective change. 
Symptoms may include intrusive recollections of a trau-
matic event or events, recurrent dreams, inappropriate exaggerated 
response to stressful situations, as if reliving past experiences; 
numbing may be an experience characterized by a diminished inter-
est in one or more significant activities, sleeping, eating, sex 
for example. Feelings of detachment or estrangement from others 
and/or society, or noticeable closing off of affective responses. 
These responses are accompanied by one or more of the following: 
hyperalertiveness or exaggerated startled response; initial, 
middle, or terminal sleep disturbance, guilt about surviving when 
others have not, and/or behavior required to achieve survival. 
Memory impairment or trouble concentrating, avoidance of activi-
ties that arouse recollection of the traumatic event, intensifi-
cation of symptoms by exposure to events that symbolize or resemble 
the traumatic event. 
Delayed stress response is not a form of mental illness 
and should not be looked at as such. It is a normal, but delayed 
and previously blocked response to a traumatic event. 
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This reaction is oxr>cr cnccd victims of any kind of trauma from 
earthquake to kidnapping to war. Indications of the depth and 
breadth of post-traumatic stress disorder are t 53 
thousand Vietnam combat and Era veterans committed suicide; 
documented by the VA in December, 1980, as compared to 46 thousand 
killed in action. Twenty- percent of all state and federal 
prisoners are Vietnam combat and Era veterans; statistics by 
National Council of Churches, 1980. And 150 thousand Vietnam 
veterans were addicted to heroin at the time of departure from 
Vietnam; study done by the VA in 1976. 
Many Vietnam combat and Era veterans exper an 
acute occurrence of post-traumatic stress response, to 
twelve years after the original traumatic situation. This acute 
episode accompanies or follows the occurrence of a ived 
survival situation, such as a s of a job, a d rce a serious 
illness, or other traumatic situation. At this point much of 
the long-repressed mater 1 related to the original survival 
situation re-emerges, often necessitating both cr is intervention 
and long-term pshcholog 1 counseling. There is an acute and 
continuing need for funding 
Era veterans. 
services to Vietnam combat and 
Okay, that was Eileen's report. My three years of in-
volvement with Flower of the Dragon have reinforced what's written 
here in this paper. There was an example of a veteran named 
Charles Pettibone who had come to the Flower for counseling 
numerous times. He was 100 percent disabled. Through the situa-
tion of frustration with the VA, not being able to get his situa-
tion looked at by anyone who was in power, he had gone to Clausen's 
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office, I think, a couple of times; Clausen was not in. 
VOICE: Congressman Clausen? 
MS. HAGGERTY: Right, did I say the wrong? Clausen, 
yeah, Senator? 
VOICE: Congressman. 
MS. HAGGERTY: Congressman. Okay. Due to a divorce 
that he was involved in, or a separation, anyway, he goes to 
Congressman Clausen's office and because of lack of response from 
the VA and other people that could help him mostly monetarily in 
terms of helping him find a house and things like that, he freaked 
out and grabbed a security guard and had him by knife-point to 
the throat for four hours in Santa Rosa. That was an emergency 
situation. They tried to get him to put down the knife, which he 
would not do. They called the Flower and a counselor went over 
there who had been dealing with this individual. At that point, 
the counselor walked into the room, he talked him into putting 
down the knife, and while he was -- he proceeded to be taken off 
to jail, naturally. But, here was an example of delayed stress 
response. In his trial, because he was charged, testimony was 
given by Charles Figley. He is an instructor for Purdue Univer-
sity, ex-combat vet who's done a lot of research into delayed 
stress response. Through testimony by Charles Pettibone was found 
not guilty. I don't know if it was due to temporary insanity 
based on delayed stress. Basically, what Charles Figley did was 
come to the court and educate the jury on what is involved with 
delayed stress so that they could understand this person's mental 
state at the time. 
The counselors for Flower of the Dragon have, in a 
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number of cases, gone out and done workshops, for example, with 
kind of a mental rehabilitation center they have for their em-
ployees that work for Hewlett-Packard, to get them to understand 
the influences of delayed stress response. have employees 
that are veterans. The ing that is normal within the 
system right now does not really understand that problem, and I 
feel that it's important that either education happens through 
the counseling centers of the CBO's- community-based organizations 
of the veterans, or through the schools. It doesn't seem to be 
happening through the schools. In terms of funding, last year, 
our prime sponsor is county CETA, at this time. Last year, county 
CETA wanted to consolidate counseling, employment. 
They didn't have incarcerated vets or anything 1 that. They 
wanted to consolidate the counseling and employment for the veterans 
and put it through the YWCA. Through your experiences with veter-
ans and through ... not lobbying ... there was a big meeting where they 
came in and said, "This will never work." Veterans are not going 
to go to the YWCA for counsel , or employment development. 11 But 
this is what has happened more times than once. They and put 
everything together in terms of consolidating funding, so the 
funds -- they won't have to spend so much in one area or another. 
That's all I have to say. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Thank you. 
MS. HAGGERTY: Are there any questions? 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: No. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: I have none. Thank you very much. 
Joe Powers? 
MR. JOE POWERS: I have prepared information here for 
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Agent Orange, which I'm going to address as a first issue, and 
the second issue will be discharge upgrading. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Good. 
MR. POWERS: Who do I give this to? 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Sergeant. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Just give 'em to the gentleman there. 
MR. POWERS: A former staff member of Flower of the 
Dragon was supposed to give this Agent Orange presentation. Un-
fortunately, we suffered some CETA cutbacks about a month ago and 
he was laid off. He is now out here in the street looking for a 
job and couldn't be here today. Agent Orange is a herbicide made 
up of two phenoxy herbicides, 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T. They're weed 
killers. Both are contaminated with Dioxin, which is a byproduct 
of the manufacturing process. The contaminant of 2,4,5-D is 
HCDD, which is teratogenic, that means it causes birth defects, 
and feto-toxic, which means it causes fetal deaths. Miscarriages. 
In laboratory animals, parts per million and billion levels causes 
these. What we mean by parts per million is if you have one ounce 
of Dioxin and a million ounces of water, that would be a part per 
million. A part per billion would be one ounce of Dioxin and a 
billion gallons of water, so the concentrations are very, very 
low in the Dioxin solutions in order to cause these results in 
laboratory animals. The contaminant of 2,4,5-T is TCDD, a more 
powerful teratogenic and fetotoxic, which resulted in death, damage 
to liver, kidney, heart and bone marrow, lymphid tissues, deteri-
oration of thymic, atrophy of cellular ssue, cellular altera-
tions, genetic damage, and cancer when given to laboratory animals 
at parts per billion and parts per trillion level. Dioxins are 
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called the most powerful toxic agents known. A million times more 
fetus-deforming than thalidomide and so toxic one ounce can kill 
800 thousand people. In the ted States, commercial applications 
of 2,4,5-T have allegedly caused people living in sprayed areas 
to develop cancer, nervous disorders, dizziness, fatigue, mis-
carriages and other illnesses. There is one instance in the early 
'70's where the town of Globe, Arizona, was mistakenly sprayed by 
the Forestry Department. There was rashes of birth defects in 
animals. There's a woman who started an organization to investi-
gate the effects of what the spraying had done. Unfortunately, 
she died of cancer before she could complete the investigation. 
Over 40 million pounds of phenoxy herbicides are applied annually 
over millions of acres across the United States. In this area, 
it would be spraying in the Valley; in the North Bay Area, it 
would be spraying of the forests in Mendocino County. 
Application of Agent Orange in Vietnam was approximately 
13 times more concentrated than commercial applications in the 
United States. Of the approximately 19 million gallons of herbi-
cide used in Vietnam, Agent Orange accounted for more than 11 
million gallons. Now, these herbic s were used to deny, at 
least that's what the military put it, deny the NVA and the VC 
the cover of the foliage. They would strip the trees of all 
leaves in a 24-hour period of time. After that, the military 
would insert field troops into that area, while the stuff was 
still wet. The level of Dioxin contamination in 2,4,5-T in the 
United States averages 0.03 parts per million. In Vietnam, the 
contamination levels range from 1.0 parts per million to 50.0 
parts per million. The concentration of Dioxin as applied in 
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ted that he does not have 
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Vietnam and 
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worry. I don't really have 
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Qny symptoms of Agent OrQnge. I know I was exposed to it. One 
recommendation I can make is to set up a State program, since 
it's quite obvious that the federal government isn't going to 
react to this. Set up a State program and have the vets who feel 
like they were exposed, tested. Now, you're going to have to de-
vise some way of pinpointing, identifying people who were exposed 
to Agent Orange. Then you're going to have to test them. And, 
even in the most minor form, it would give the veterans a better 
feeling, you know, because with the genetic damage, a lot of 
veterans are afraid to have children. Are there any questions on 
this issue? 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: No. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: No. We went over this rather heavily 
yesterday afternoon. 
MR. POWERS: The next issue I would like to cover ... I 
don't know whether I'm beaugarting somebody's spot by doing this 
all in one whack or not; if you guys want me ... 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: No, we're just going to run on ... 
MR. POWERS: Okay. Next issue I would like to cover is 
bad paper discharges. Unfortunately, I haven't prepared anything 
about the bad paper discharges, and since Assemblyman Tucker isn't 
here, I'm probably going to have an easy time of it. The problem 
with bad paper discharges is that, first of all, I'll tell you 
what a bad paper discharge is, in case you don't know. The mili-
tary discharges people with five different types of discharges. 
There's the honorable, the general under honorable conditions, the 
undesireable, the bad conduct, and the dishonorable. I primarily 
want to address the issue of administrative discharges, which is 
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loose on the street. 
an ern -- one of the 
you, is you're going to 
wind up in jail. Twenty-f of the people who are in 
jail are Vietnam Era veterans, half of those people have bad 
paper discharges. 
into the military 
weren't convicted 
Now they are. 
lons when they went 
I don't feel like I've covered this completely. It's 
a very complicated issue. One thing that can be done to resolve 
this is to set up funding agencies, and there are some st 1 in 
existence, but not do a comprehensive job, set up funding 
agenc s and run these people with bad paper discharges through 
the discharge ew boards and at least give them a chance to 
see whether that scharge was just or unjust. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Excuse me ... on that point, be-
cause I've been some notes one of the notes I have, 
, was the fact that I felt and this is from previous discuss 
one of the things we should do is find out what authority the 
State has in regards to 
any authority, what would 
discharge papers, and if we did have 
ling of setting up these 
discharges to run through them based on what the civilian criteria 
would be. In , a civil doing the same thing as the 
veteran did. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Cathie, I can answer that. 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT: Okay. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: We have no authority to deal with the 
discharge. What we can we have the availability through our 
Veterans Department to provide upgrading services, counseling, and 
this type of thing. e like Joe, and Joe handled -- I don't 
know, how many have you handled, roughly, Joe? 
MR. POWERS: Hundred and forty. 
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MR. POWERS: Yeah, thank you. 
CHAIRMAN FLOYD: Richard Garza? We have a little bigger 
crowd now; I've go s nor announcement to make. We're really 
going to be grabbed for time, so I would appreciate , in deference 
to everybody I you s there and you listen to everybody 
go on and on and on, and we ask a million questions, and then we 
get down to the ternoon -- this is only this s happened. 
But I'm really strapped today. 
MR. RICHARD GARZA: Okay, I'll try make it qu k. 
I sent a prepared statement , I guess, last week, so you 
have that. I get into that, though, I'd like to make 
a prefacing comment bas on some of what went on this morning. 
I'm Richard Garza; I'm the Veterans Service Officer for Sonoma 
County. 
The one ques t seems to a whole lot 
at this level, State level, is, "this is a problem." 
s the state invo it? 11 And , because federal 
prosecutes wars, 's on the surface their respons lity, 
but you listen to ngs le told you Twenty-
f percent the 
or Vietnam Era veterans. 
federal government's 
of California prisons is Vietnam 
That's a State problem; that's not the 
em. We have to support in 
the. State. It's our tax money. ly ence is a product of 
layed stress. Those are programs that are supported by the 
State, not by federal government. The State's made its com-
tment in terms of mi tary, every time during Vietnam War 
and since the State went to keep a military base open in California, 
it took its stand terms of its relationship to the military and 
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, I'm going to have to report 
that the relationship of the 
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current state problems. 
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Since I've 
the demographics of veterans 
I'm sure you've heard, a lot of 
ation, veterans problems, both 
individua groups, I'm not going to go that. What I 
li to do make some recommendations to various specific 
veterans' issues that are happening now as to what the State can 
do to help resolve them. You seem to be fairly firm on Agent 
Or , but I'd like to point out that the federal government and 
the VA's been very slow on their Agent Orange study. Congress 
mandated an Agent Orange study 1979. The contract to do the 
tocol for that study wasn't let out until May of this year. 
It means the study on how to do the study was started this year, 
Lord knows when the study f go to start. 
The VA says it's doing an Agent Orange Exam Program. 
Unfortunately, those exams do not lude ana s of body fat, 
which is necessary to f , and it doesn't do any genetic 
screening, is vital in loping information on 
herbicide exposure has any relationship to birth defects in exposed 
veterans. 
Because very large number of combat veterans 
in fornia, disproportionately per ta, the State's in an 
excellent po tion to initiate its own medical research program 
into the effects of Agent Orange. There would be a lot of bene-
ficial results to a study like that. One, would help separate the 
myths from facts what happens to you you're exposed 
to Orange. other would be there are harmful effects 
found, that information would be useful in helping veterans prose-
cute claims against the VA. Keep them off other medical programs 
and make the VA do the treatment that it's responsible for. 
In other words, turn some of the responsibility back to the federal 
government. 
On 
post traumatic s 
cuss ion the 
s , ever since the formal recognition of 
DSM-3 1980, there's been a lot of dis-
not a whole lot's been done about 
it. Everybody agrees t some kind of treatment programs for 
delayed stress are neces , and the questions are what treatments 
1 t get a whole lot of agreement on that, 
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are appropriate, 
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, our County Mental Health Department, 
titioners, groups like Flower of the 
involved or expressed a great desire 
veterans who need help. The problem is a lot 
know enough about the subject to be effec-
veteran ... they know delayed stress as 
is it about veterans? What's the specific 
s need treating? 
in, we've created a one day work-
lth professionals and for any private 
State. 
sted, on delayed stress and sort of an 
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the 
offices was based on an evaluation by the Legislative Analyst, which 
contends that services provided in California counties duplicate 
services available through the VA Regional Office in California. 
That doesn't make a whole lot of sense. The VA maintains benefit 
service offices in San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego. That's 
it! There are 54 county veteran service offices in the State, with 
many of them providing one or more satellite offices throughout 
their counties. Most of the work for the CVSO's involves prepara-
tion of claims against the VA and preparation and representation in 
cases where the VA has denied benefits. A lot of cases involve 
correction of errors in law or procedures that the VA has made, and 
the claimants just don't know enough about to proceed for themselves. 
The VA can't be expected to objectively assist in appeals against 
itself. The VA employees aren't allowed to represent claimants at 
formal hearings they hold and federal law prohibits attorneys from 
charging more than $10 in a veteran's benefits case. The only 
exis ng local professional advocates for veterans are the county 
veterans service offices. Reduction and support for these offices, 
in effect, reduces the assistance and representation which nearly 
ten million California veterans need and deserve. A good example 
was on just before lunch. Mickey is a man who has been fighting 
the system for a long time, and I didn't get ssion there 
were a lot of community resources there to help him. We need more 
of those, not less. 
Another type of thing that the county veterans service 
off do is keep an eye on the VA. One illustration goes back 
to delayed stress. I'm sure everybody knows about the Store Front 
Outreach Centers that the VA set up. I'm pretty sure you don't 
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Now, I have to admit that getting three months of a 
24 month program isn't a major accomplishment. It's more than 
there was, but it's certainly not all there could have been. But 
I think it points out how necessary some kind of formal system of 
representation and advocacy for vets is at a local level. If I 
hadn't been there, or if it happened in another county, if that 
county office hadn't been there, nothing would have been done, and 
three months is better than nothing. 
As part of the budget measure to reduce State support 
to the county offices, there was a similar reduction in the funding 
through the Division of Veterans Benefits. That's part of the 
California Department of Veterans Affairs. Ideally, I'd like to 
see both of them fully restored to funding, but the prospect of 
trading off one for the other came up in the budget discussions 
and I have to say I'm bias because I'm a county veteran service 
officer, but there's some things I'd like to have considered if 
that issue comes up again. 
The Division of Veterans Benefits also only has three 
field offices, all located in VA regional offices. They have the 
same drawbacks that the VA does, only compounded because they have 
a smaller staff than the VA itself. They also have very little 
direct contact with veterans, most of their workload is initiated 
by county service offices and submitted through the DCVA, as well 
as other service organizations, like American Legion and DAV. 
VA, CDVA, and national veterans service organizations, 
all recognize the CVO's as the primary contact points for most 
California veterans seeking benefits, information, or referral. 
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